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indexed. Not illustrated. 1894 Excerpt: . in depth, and, therefore, the contraction of the ropes, with 20 degrees
fall of temperature, would be 2 to 3 inches, the strain being three tons. By Mr. Aspinwall: His first idea was that
the bulging brickwork had caused the collision, but he abandoned this idea after ti close examination. He
believed Gerard had lost his life through being badgered by constant complaints to over-tighten the ropes. Mr.
Henry Hull, the District Government Inspector, who was sworn, said his examination supported the theory that
the accident was due to collision from oscillation, the atmosphere had nothing to do with it, and that, in fact,
both rods were broken at once by the force of the collision. The clearance was limited, the bulging brickwork
had constantly been touched by the cage, and the water in the shaft made it difficult to say when the last
contact took place. After over an hour s discussion, and a consultation with the coroner, the jurv returned this
verdict: -- That the deceased were killed by a collision of the cages, due to the ropes being too slack; that the
collision took place before the breaking of the ropes, and caused their fracture; that the deaths were accidental;
and that to preserve life in the future two more guide ropes should be added to each cage. The jury were
practical men, and the foreman (Mr. Peter Dickinson) had worked for about 39 years at the pit in question. No.
13...
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