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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1848 Excerpt: . . . of bile and blood. Some years ago I noticed this result in a paper published in the
Medical Gazette, in which I first pointed out the serious error of regarding the green fseculent discharges so
oCen noticed in infancy as owing their colour to an excess of bile, tracing their ti t to altered blood, and
shewing that this condition should be regarded as a form of melaina, and the too popular treatment by
mercurials repudiated. If bile be agitated with animal charcoal and filtered, the colouring matter is removed,
and by careful evaporation the white lustrous powder I now shew you is obtained; this decolourised bile may,
aCer removing the little fat it contains, be obtained in a crystalline form. The specimen I now she. v you is in
fact bile, freed from mucus, fat, and pigment, and in this state is a bilate of soda. The organic element or bilic
acid diEers somewhat in diEerent animals, as has been more especially shewn by the interesting researches of
Dr. Kemp. It is remarkable, for always with the exception of the bile of the pig, containing a considerable
quantity of sulphur. In the ox, the decolourised bile or bilate of soda consists of C48 H43 N, 0 S1 Na O. The
following table shews the per-centage properties of sulphur present in the bile of diEerent animals, chiefly from
the researches of M. Bensch. The bile freed from its pigment does not present the play of colours...
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